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Caerphilly  Urban  District  Council 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

CAERPHILLY. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Caerphilly  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  c ’ the  Ministry 
of  Plealth,  I herewith  beg  to  submit  im  /^inual  Report 
for  the  year  1947. 

As  judged  by  the  vital  statistics,  the  health  of  the 
community  is  generally  as  good  as  can  possibly  be 
expected. 

The  number  of  notifiable  diseases,  excluding 
whooping  cough  and  measles,  was  213,  whilst  the  latter 
accounted  for  474  notified.  The  notifications  of  tuber- 
culosis of  all  kinds  numbered  71  for  this  year,  with  21 
deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  birth  rate 
remained  consistently  high  at  24.6  per  thousand  popu- 
lation, and  the  death  rate  also  low  at  13.4  per  thousand 
population.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  later  on  in 
this  report,  this  compares  with  a birth  rate  of  21.3, 
and  death  rate  of  13.6  for  all  urban  districts  in  the 
country. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  has  continued  to  be 
carried  out  with  all  the  pressure  it  is  possible  to  bear, 
and  at  the  31st  December,  1947,  the  number  of  children 
who  had  completed  a full  course  of  immunisation  was 
458  between  the  ages  of  one  to  five  years,  and  347 
between  the  years  of  five  and  fourteen,  giving  a total 
of  805.  This  means  that  practically  90%  of  the 
child  population  has  been  protected  against  diphtheria. 
The  number  of  cases  notified,  and  proved  to  be  so,  from 
bacteriological  examination  of  the  throat  swab,  were  3. 
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SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  AND  VITAL 
STATISTICS. 


Area  (Land)  12,931  Acres 

Population  (Census  1931)  35 >760 

Population  Estimated  mid  1947 32,260 

Number  of  Houses  erected  in  1947 : 293 


(53  Aluminium  Bungalows,  15 1 Steel  Houses, 
89  Traditional  Brick) 


Total  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 7,976 

Estimated  Number  of  Persons  per  occupied  house 4.1 

Rateable  Value  ^114^,358 

Estimated  Product  of  id.  Rate ^420 

Live  Births  (Registered)  793 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  24.6 

Deaths  431 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  ...13.. 4 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths 362 

Deaths  under  1 year 55 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 69 


DEATHS  FROM  VARIOUS  CAUSES. 


Males 

Females 

Typhoid  and  Parat.  Fevers 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory  S3^stem 

II 

lO 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Causes 

3 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

4 

— 

Influenza  

i 

I 

Measles  

— 

I 

Acute  Polio-myel.  and  Polio- 

enceph. 



Acute  Inf.  Enceph. 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  B.cav.  and  oeseph  (M) 
uterus  (F)  

2 

2 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

4 

4 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

8 

Cancer  of  other  Sites 

16 

9 

Diabetes  

i 

5 

Intra-cran.  Vacs.  Lesions 

L3 

25 

Males  Females  Total 


Heart  Disease 67  48 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

System  . 2 4 

Bronchitis  28  11 

Pneumonia  15  6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  7 1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  2 — 

Diarrhoea  7 6 

Appendicitis  — 1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  4 2 

Nephritis  3 2 

Puer.  and  Post-abort.  Sepsis — — 

Other  Maternal  Causes  — 2 

Premature  Birth 6 4 

Con.,  Mai.  Birth,  Inj.,  Infant 

Disease  7 6 

Suicide  1 — 

Road  Traffic  Acccidents 2 — 

Other  Violent  Causes 19  3 

All  other  Causes 27  18 


“5 

6 

39 

21 
8 
2 

13 

1 

6 

5 

2 
10 

13 

1 

2 

22 
45 
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GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  City  and 
County  Laboratories,  Cardiff,  the  Pathological  Depart- 
ment, Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary,  and  the  Blood  Trans- 
fusion Laboratories  at  Newport  Road,  Cardiff.  All 
examinations  of  throat  swabs,  faecal  and  urine  speci- 
mens, cerebro-spinal  fluid,  were  carried  out  at  the  City 
and  County  Laboratory.  In  addition,  6 water  samples 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  and  chemical 
analysis,  13  icecream  samples,  together  with  samples 
from  the  Nelson  Sewerage  Works  effluent.  Of  the 
milk  samples  25  were  submitted  for  general  examina- 
tion, and  19  samples  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli. 
No  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  during  the  year. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  Wasserman  reactions  of 
all  expectant  mothers  were  taken  and  proved  to  be 
negative. 

The  Blood  Transfusion  Service  Laboratory  received 
samples  of  blood  from  expectant  mothers,  with  the 
following  results  : — 

From  the  1st  January,  1947,  to  the  end  of  the  year 

147  specimens  were  submitted  and  the  Rhesus 

Factor  ascertained,  with  the  following  results — 

117  cases  were  found  to  be  Rh.  Positive  and  29 

cases  Rh.  Negative,  which  represents  19  per  cent. 

Negative  of  the  total  submitted  for  investigation. 

This  would  appear  to  be  consistent  with  the  gener- 
ally accepted  estimate  that  15  per  cent,  of  the  population 
are  Rh.  Negative. 

The  Blood  grouping  of  these  cases  was  as  follows  : 

O.IV.  62  Cases. 

AIL  67  „ 

Bill.  15  ,, 

ABI.  3 1, 
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The  blood  of  husbands  of  Rh.  Negative  women  was 
taken  in  18  cases,  with  the  following  results  : 

14  were  found  to  be  Rh.  Positive. 

4 Rh.  Negative. 

The  blood  of  two  children  was  also  submitted. 

The  service  provided  by  the  Blood  Transfusion 
Service  was  free,  whilst  the  cost  of  other  bacteriological 
services  during  the  year  was  ^35. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  work  of  the  ambulance  for  infectious  diseases, 
although  very  little  used  for  infectious  disease  for  which 
it  was  intended,  has  been  of  great  value  in  transporting 
cases  of  tuberculosis  to  and  from  their  homes  and  con- 
veying them  to  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  for  X-ray 

photographs,  etc. 

* 

Ambulances  for  street  accidents  were  hired  from 
private  hire  firms  at  Senghenydd  and  Caerphilly,  while 
transport  for  the  maternity  cases  to  Cardiff  Royal  In- 
firmary, Llwynypia,  Central  Homes,  Pontypridd,  and 
Gwaunfarren  Maternity  Home,  Merthyr,  was  carried 
out  by  cars  hired  from  the  same  firms..  The  cost  of 
this  service  was  over  ^400.  But  the  charges  were  high 
and  considerably  more  than  half  this  sum  was  recovered 
from  expectant  mothers,  whose  income  was  such  that 
the  Committee  assessed  them  as  capable  of  paying. 

Ambulances  exist  for  subscribers  to  the  Caerphilly 
District  Miners’  Hospital,  the  Windsor  Colliery,  Aber- 
tridwr,  and  there  is  a St.  John’s  Ambulance  also  for  the 
subscribers  available  at  Llanbradach. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Nursing  Associations,  supported  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions and  weekly  subscriptions,  and  employing  a 
nurse  available  for  all  subscribers,  are  established  in 
every  ward  in  the  area. 
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The  Miners’  Federation  sponsors  Nursing  Associa- 
tions in  the  Aber  Valley,  Llanbradach  and  Caerphilly. 

Under  the  authority  of  Circular  179/ 144  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  dated  the  14th  December,  1944,  the 
Council  had  inaugurated  by  March  a complete  Domestic 
and  Home  Help  Scheme.  The  Supervisor  had  a panel 
of  12  Domestic  and  Home  Helps  appointed  in  March, 
and  these  gave  the  services  as  appeared  to  be  laid  down 
by  the  Government  circular.  Although  12  were  ap- 
pointed with  some  trepidation,  long  before  the  end  of 
the  year  they  were  found  quite  insufficient,  and  a 
further  four  were  appointed,  making  the  total  of  16. 
Apart  from  the  standard  home  help  service  in  maternity 
cases,  the  service  was  greatly  appreciated  in  homes  with 
several  small  children  and  amongst  the  old  age  pen- 
sioners. The  charges  made  were  assessed  as  to  the 
Council  income  scale  for  Home  Helps  and  the  Govern- 
ment Scale  as  laid  down  in  the  Circular  for  Domestic 
Helps.  1 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

The  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  have  a 
completely  equipped  clinic  established  in  Caerphilly 
for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis  for  the 
whole  Rhymney  Valley. 

Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  is  carried  out  at  the 
clinics  at  Pontypridd,  under  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council,  and  at  the  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary. 

During  the  year  the  school  clinics  were  held  by 
arrangement  with  the  Council  at  the  Tonyfelin  Church 
Hall.  Well-staffed  dental  and  vision  clinics  were  held 
as  well  as  the  ante-natal  and  infant  welfare  clinics  for 
the  North  Ward  of  the  district.  It  has  been  found 
more  central  and  is  working  well  under  the  joint 
arrangement. 
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Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  for  the  Rhymney  Valley  portion 
of  the  area,  the  Aber  Valley  and  Nelson,  is  supplied  by 
the  Rhymney  Valley  Water  Board,  which  is  a consti- 
tuent authority  of  the  Taff  Fechan.  The  Taffs  Well 
Ward  is  supplied  by  the  Pontypridd  Joint  Water  Board. 

The  quality  of  the  water  is  satisfactory  over  a large 
part  of  the  area  and  is  under  bacteriological  control. 

The  Rhymney  Valley  Water  Board  has  completed 
arrangements  for  improving  the  quantity  of  supply  in 
the  Aber  Valley  and  in  the  South  Ward  of  Caerphilly, 
with  the  result  that  there  are  very  rarely  any  complaints 
of  a shortage  of  water. 

The  private  supplies  to  Aberfawr  Terrace,  Aber- 
tridwr,  and  the  houses  of  the  National  Coal  Board  at 
Senghenydd,  have  been  condemned,  and  will  be  con- 
nected to  the  public  mains  as  soon  as  the  Rhymney 
Valley  Water  Board  are  in  a position  to  lay  these  mains. 

There  are  no  plumbo-solvent  waters  in  the  area. 

I append  herewith  the  results  of  the  bacteriological 
and  chemical  analysis  of  the  water  at  Aberfawr  Terrace, 
Abertridwr,  and  Parc  Terrace,  Senghenydd,  as  well  as 
a typical  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  of  the 
water  in  the  Swimming  Pool,  Caerphilly.  This  was 
one  of  the  samples  taken. 
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Chemical  Analysis  of  Sample  of  Water. 


Collected  on  30th  September,  1947 

Labelled: — A Tap,  3,  Parc  Terrace,  Senghenydd 

B Tap,  39,  Aberfawr  Terrace,  Abertridwr 


Number  of  Sample 

A. 5721 

B.5723 

Date  of  Analysis 

30/9/47  — 

30/9/47  — 

3/10/4; 

3/10/47 

Appearance  in  two-foot  tube 

Brownish 

Yellowish, 

Turbid 

rather  turbid 

Reaction — Ph. 

74 

6.6 

Colour  (Burgess  Scale)  Units 

70. 

50 

Total  Hardnesss  ... 

4.6 

1.8 

Chlorine 

1.0 

0.9 

Nitrates  (N.) 

Pract.  nil 

Pract.  nil 

Saline  (or  “Free”  Ammonia) 
Organic  (or  “Albuminoid”) 

00 

0 

0 

0 

d 

0.0008 

Ammonia 

O.OI  12 

O.OOI2 

Poisonous  Metals  ... 

Nil.  Iron — 0.02 

Nil.  Iron — 0.10 

Nitrites  (N.) 

Nil 

Nil 

Microscopic  Examination  of 

Considerable 

Considerable 

the  Sediment 

amount  chiefly  amount  chiefly 

oxide  of  iron 

oxide  of  iron 

protozoa 

protozoa 

rotifiers 

Volume  of  Sediment 

2.2 

2.6 

Remarks : — 

A.  A soft  neutral  water.  The  chemical  and  physical 
characters  are  unsatisfactory. 

B.  A very  soft  neutral  water,  containing  a considerable 
amount  of  dissolved  iron  (1/14  grain  per  gallon). 
Chemical  Analysis  shows  the  sample  to  be  of  good 
organic  quality,  but  the  physical  characters  are  un- 
satisfactory owing  to  the  presence  and  subsequent 
oxidation  of  the  dissolved  iron,  causing  discolour- 
ation and  turbidity. 

(Signed)  D.  EVANS  JONES. 


Date:  October  3rd,  1947. 
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Chemical  Analysis  of  Sample  of  Water. 

Collected  on  27th  August,  1947. 

Labelled: — Swimming  Pool,  Caerphilly. 


Number  of  Sample 
Date  of  Analysis 
Appearance  in  two-foot  tube 
Reaction — Ph. 

Colour  (Burgess  Scale)  Units 

Chlorine 

Nitrates  (N.) 

Residual  free  chlorine  in  parts 
per  million 

Remarks: — The  physical 
Date:  August  29th,  1947. 


4774 

Aug.  27th — 29th 
Pale  green,  clear 
6.6 
15 
7-5 
Trace 

0.40 

characters  are  satisfactory. 
(Signed)  D.  EVANS  JONES. 


j 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water. 


Lab.  Ref.  ...  ...  5720 

Date  received  ...  ...  30/9/47 

Description  of  Sample  ...  Tap 

3,  Parc  Tee., 
Senghenydd 


Bacteria  developing  per 
at  37  degs.  C. 

B.  Coli  present  in 
B.  Coli  absent  from 
Remarks 


m.l. 

•••  3 

...  50  m.l. 

...  10  m.l. 

...  Fairly 

satisfactory 


5722 

30/9/47 

Tap 

39,  Aberfawr 

Terrace, 

Abertridwr 

9 

1 / 10  m.l. 


Contaminated 


Date:  October  2nd,  1947 


(Signed)  D.  EVANS  JONES. 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water. 


Lab.  Ref.  

Date  received 
Description  of  Sample 

Bacteria  developing  per  m.l 


4773 

27/8/47 

Swimming  Pool, 


Caerphilly 


at  37  degs.  C. 
B.  Coli  absent  from 
Remarks 


50  m.l. 
Satisfactory 


(Signed)  D.  EVANS  JONES. 


Date:  2nd  Sept,  1947. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 


The  Rivers  and  Streams  still  remain  polluted 
owing  to  the  activities  of  colliery  washeries. 


Of  the  13  samples  of  ice-cream  submitted  during 
the  year,  all  with  the  exception  of  two  were  most  un- 
satisfactory, and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat 
Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947,  when  implemented 
will  improve  this  standard  product. 

New  regulations  governing  the  production,  stor- 
age and  sale  of  ice-cream  came  into  force  on  1st  May, 
1947.  There  are  36  names  on  the  Register,  and  of 
these  18  are  manufacturers  in  the  area. 


The  Rhymney  Valley  Sewerage  Board  and  the 
Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Sewerage  Board  provide 
means  for  collection  and  disposal  of  sewage,  except  at 
Nelson,  where  it  is  dealt  with  by  the  Council  Sewage 
Works. 

The  last  sample  of  the  year  submitted  resulted  in 
the  following  analysis  of  the  Nelson  Sewage  Works  : — 


Ice  Cream. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 
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Collected  on  11/12/ 4/  by  County  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Labelled — Llanfabon  Road  Sewage  and  Effluent. 


Ref.  No. 

Sewage 

7473 

Effluent 

7474 

Date  of  Analysis 

12/12/47 

17/12/47 

Appearance 

Fairly  clear 

Fairly  clear 

Reaction 

Neutral 

Neutral 

Total  suspended  matter 

Small  amount 

Small  amount 

Chlorine 

4.8 

2.9 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

1.20 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Nil 

Free  Ammonia 

3-3 

0.136 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.120 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 minutes 

Non-Putre- 

factive 

(a)  Before  incubation  (5  days) 

0.52 

0.12 

(b)  After  incubation 

0.12 

Dissolved  Oxygen  absorbed  in 
5 days  at  65  degs.  F.  ... 

0.86 

Remarks: — A weak,  crude  sewage.  Chemical  analysis  of 
the  effluent  shows  efficient  purification. 

(Signed)  D.  EVANS  JONES. 

Date:  17/12/47. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 
Maternity  Services. 

The  attached  Table  shows  the  most  recent  list  of 
Clinics,  together  with  the  appropriate  time-table.  The 
work  .at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  has  again  been  most 
impressive.  1,183  expectant  mothers  attended  these 
Clinics,  thus  there  are  very  few  pregnancies  in  this  area 
who  have  not  had  pre-natal  attendance  at  your  Clinics, 
whilst  most  of  the  remainder  received  attention  from 
their  family  doctor.  The  total  number  of  examinations 
conducted  during  the  year  was  3,044  Ante-natal  cases 
and  127  Post-natal  cases..  It  is  hoped  in  the  coming 
year  to  increase  the  number  of  Post-natal  cases  if  it  can 
be  done  without  prejudice  to  our  Ante-natal  work.  The 
idea  is  for  these  cases  to  be  seen  within  six  weeks  of 
confinement,  so  that  any  lapse  from  the  normal  due  to 
the  pregnancy  may  be  attended  to  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment.  This  is  a method  of  saving  much  chronic 
ill-health  to  child-bearing  women  in  later  life. 

In  addition  to  the  provisions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  many  forms  of  additional  nourishment  were  pro- 
vided for  expectant  mothers  all  at  cost  price,  when  the 
income  fell  below  the  Council  scale. 

A Specialist  Consultant  Service  was  provided,  in 
addition  to  Dr.  Garfield  Evans,  and  cases  were  referred 
to  Professor  Strachan  and  Mr.  Arwyn  Evans.  Cases 
showing  any  abnormality,  difficulty  or  bad  obstetrical 
history  were  sent  into  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary 
Maternity  Department,  or  the  Maternity  Wards  of  the 
Llwynypia  Hospital. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  Cardiff  Royal 
Infirmary  Maternity  Department  were  30,  and  Llwyny- 
pia Hospital  45. 

The  Glamorgan  County  Council  opened  a Nursing 
Home  in  conjunction  with  Llwynypia  Hospital  at 
Glyncornel,  and  16  cases  of  bad  home  conditions,  poor 
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nursing  facilities  or  shortage  of  help,  were  treated  at 
Glyncornel  and  29  at  Gwaunfarren  Maternity  Home, 
Merthyr. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  rate  for  1947  is  2.5  due  to 
two  deaths  occurring  in  the  area,  one  due  to  retained 
placenta  in  the  Abertridwr  Ward,  and  the  other  due  to 
anti-partum  haemorrhage  occurring  in  the  Caerphilly 
North  Ward. 


It  is  difficult  to  see  how  these  deaths  could  have 
been  avoided. 


The  Maternal  Mortality  rates  for  the  past  sixteen 
years  were  as  follows  : — 

Maternal  Death  Rate 


Year  per  1,000  Births 

1932  11. 1 

T933  10.3 

1934  8.4 

z935  8.9 

z936  3-2 

1937  i-6 

1.938  3-5 

1939  7-8 


1940 

1941 

1942 


4.9 

6.8 

5-8 


1943  i-3 

1944 

z945 
1946 


1947 


2.6 

2-5 
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Dental  services  were  provided  for  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  through  the  private  dental  practi- 
tioners of  this  area. 

The  County  Council,  through  lack  of  staff,  are 
unable  to  carry  on  this  work,  and  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  Dental  Practitioners  to  provide 
dentures  at  National  Health  Insurance  rates  to  all 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  referred  to  them  by  the 
Council.  This  is  more  costly  than  the  County  Council 
Scheme,  but,  nevertheless,  shows  the  considerable  sav- 
ing to  the  mother  and  the  Council  on  what  she  would 
have  to  pay  if  treated  as  a private  patient. 

Complete  sets  of  artificial  dentures  are  provided  at 
approximately  ^8  8s.  od.  per  set,  with  a diminishing 
scale  varying  with  the  size  of  partial  dentures. 

The  activities  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  has  relieved 
the  Council  to  a considerable  degree  in  the  provision  of 
additional  nourishment  both  for  expectant  mothers, 
nursing  mothers  and  children  under  5 years  of  age. 

The  cost  of  free  nourishment  provided  was  negli- 
gible, but  a considerable  amount  of  free  medicines  were 
supplied  at  the  clinics.  These  were  of  a simple  type, 
but  were  much  appreciated. 

Dental,  Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic,  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat  treatment  were  all  provided  as  in  previous 
years. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year 
showed  an  increase  over  that  of  last  year. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  year  under 
review  was  69  per  thousand  births. 

Prematurity,  again,  is  a prolific  cause  of  death  in 
the  early  weeks  of  life,  and  this  wastage  can  apparently 
only  be  stemmed  by  the  provision  of  a Baby  Hospital. 
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GENERAL  SANITATION, 

Cesspits  and  Closet  Accommodation 

During  the  year  cesspools  were  cleansed  and 
disinfected  at  a co.st  of  ^54  15s.  od.  The  work  was 
carried  out  by  contract  and  was  satisfactory.  There 
has  been  no  conversion  from  conservancy  systems  into 
water  carriage  systems. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  scavenging  of  the  area,  with  the  exception 
of  Taffs  Well,  Groes  Wen  and  Cwmheldeg,  was  done 
by  direct  labour.  This  was  the  first  year  for  Nelson 
and  Ystrad  Mynach  to  be  done  by  direct  labour,  and  it 
has  proved  to  be  very  satisfactory.. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  1843 

Investigations  and  visits  in  cases  of  infectious 

diseases  , 305 

Revisits  to  unabated  Nuisances  2151 

Premises  Disinfected  213 

The  following  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in 
connection  with  the  undermentioned  : — 

Water  Supply  392 

Drainage  1776 

Piggeries  and  Stables  187 

Offensive  Trades  14 

Fried  Fish  Shops  59 

Common  Lodging  Houses  15 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  78 

Factories  1444 

Bakehouses  50 

Public  Conveniences  * 201 

Places  of  Entertainment  109 

Refuse  Collection  1325 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  ......  1002 

Schools  13 

Shops  3026 

Miscellaneous  Visits  2901 
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Smoke  Abatement. 

The  Council  have  become  members  of  the  National 
Smoke  Abatement  Society,  a body  doing  excellent  work 
in  connection  with  atmospheric  pollution.  Fortunately, 
the  problem  in  the  Caerphilly  area  is  confined  to  the 
Taffs  Well  Ward,  and  the  people  of  this  ward  are  joint 
sufferers  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  contiguous  parts 
of  the  Pontypridd  U.D.C.  and  the  Llantwit  Fardre 
R.D.C. 

This  has  been  referred  to  in  previous  reports,  but 
when  the  wind  is  in  a north-westerly  direction,  the 
problem  remains.  Investigation  has  shown  that  the 
trouble  does  not  lie  with  sulphur  dioxide,  or  with 
sulphur  dioxide  compound,  but  is  due  entirely  to 
carbon  grit.  Screening  apparatus  to  prevent  this 
does  not  appear  to  be  satisfactory,  and  the  solution 
appears  to  lie  in  better  grade  coal,  together  with 
a better  standard  of  washing.  We  are  informed  that 
until  this  is  done  there  is  very  little  hope  of  complete 
abatement  of  this  very  troublesome  nuisance. 

No  action  can  be  taken  under  the  Smoke  Abate- 
ment Order  inasmuch  as  the  management  of  the  Tre- 
forest  Power  Station  are  perfectly  candid  and  helpful  in 
trying  to  abate  this,  but  can  do  nothing  until  affairs 
take  a turn  in  the  direction  previously  described. 


SCABIES  ORDER,  1941. 

Scabies  and  Impetigo. 

The  Cleansing  Station  at  1,  Market  Street,  Caer- 
philly, continued  to  do  excellent  work.  Some  cases 
were  treated  for  Bed  was  and  Machen  U.D.C. 

During  the  year  the  premises  were  painted  and 
decorated,  but  work  still  remains  to  be  done  to  the  front 
by  replacing  some  corrugated  iron  by  plate-glass  and 
some  form  of  decoration  for  the  window,  which  at  the 
moment  is  bare.  It  is  hoped  this  will  be  done  in  the 
coming  year. 
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Temporary  Dwellings. 

Visited  during  the  year  65 

Demolished  1 

Vacant  at  the  end  of  the  year 1 

Total  number  remaining  at  end  of  year  77 


Squatters  are  still  with  us,  the  Council  having 
spent  money  on  trying  to  make  the  dwellings  habit- 


able. 

Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  Cowsheds  in  the  area  96 

Number  of  inspections  in  Cowsheds  203 

Number  of  Dairies  in  the  area  ..  115 

Number  of  inspections  of  Dairies  463 


The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  were 
152  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors.  24  Samples  were 
taken  to  the  County  Laboratory,  and  all  were  free  from 
tuberculosis.  128  samples  were  taken  to  the  laboratory 
of  the  National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme, 
with  the  following  results  : 

Category  A 112 


Designated  Milks. 

The  Glamorgan  County  Council  have  issued 
licences  to  the  following  persons  to  produce  designated 
milks  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested — 

Mr.  D.  Badham,  Troedyrhiw  Farm,  Ystrad  Mynach. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Edmunds,  Ty  Isaf  Farm,  Abertridwr. 

Mr.  L.  Evans,  Nantycalch  Farm,  Caerphilly. 

Mr.  C.  Rabiotti,  Energlyn  Farm,  Caerphilly. 

Mr.  E.  H,  Thomas,  Ty’r  Hugh  Farm,  Taffs  Well. 


% 
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A ccredited — 

Mr.'S.  P.  Evans,  Craigyrhufen  Farm,  Senghenydd. 
Messrs.  J.  and  S.  Phillips,  Garth  Farm,  Abertridwr. 
Mr.  E.  Thomas,  Penwaun  Farm,  Nelson. 

Samples  of  these  designated  milks  are  regularly 
taken  by  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  area. 
Meat  is  now  imported  from  neighbouring  areas. 


The  following  Meat  and  other 
demned  during  the  year  : — 

Beef  (Home  killed) 

Beef  (Imported) 

Beef  (Corned) 

Prem  

Tongue 
Tinned  Steak 

Sausages  

Sausages  (tinned)  

Bacon 

Haddock  

Hake 

Herrings 

Kippers  ■„ 

Sardines 

Salmon 

Pilchards  


Foods  were  con- 


1692  lbs. 
1599  lbs. 
694  lb.s. 
11  tins 

73 ibs- 

73  tins 
18  lbs. 
22  tins 

74  lbs. 
130  lbs. 

22  lbs. 
77  lbs. 
628  lbs. 
2 tins 
48  tins 


69  tine: 
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Soup  14  tins 

Peas  (tinned)  ' 264  tins 

Plums  8 tins 

Plums  6 lbs. 

Mushrooms  1 jar 

Pears  n tins 

Tomatoes  44  tins 

Peaches  41  tins 

Peaches  (dried)  16  lbs. 

Beetroot  2 tins 

Potatoes  2 tins 

Beans  48  tins 

Flour  (S.R.)  78  lbs. 

Almond  Substitute  28  lbs. 

Jam  16  lbs. 

Cheese  5 lbs. 

Butter  52  lbs. 

Apricots  22  tins 

Milk  (Evaporated)  635  tins 

Cabbage  (Savoys)  100  bags 

Tea  6 lbs. 

Rodent  Control. 

During  the  year  all  this  work  has  been  done  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Any  infestations  found  were  treated  in  accordance 
with  the  methods  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries. 
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Prosecution. 

During  the  year  legal  action  was  taken  against  a 
father  and  mother  for  neglecting  their  three  children. 
This  family,  five  in  all,  were  found  to  be  living  in  a 
tent  on  the  mountain  top  near  Cwarra  Mawr  Farm, 
Caerphilly. 

The  condition  of  the  children  was  so  bad  that  the 
Inspector  of  the  N.S.P.C.C.  was  called  in,  the  children 
were  removed  to  Pontypridd,  the  father  and  mother 
appeared  at  Caerphilly  Police  Court  and  both  were  com- 
mitted to  prison  for  six  months. 


CIVIC  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  EXHIBITION. 

The  Council  held  a Civic  and  Public  Health 
Exhibition  from  the  16th — 23rd  July,  1947,  which 
proved  a great  success. 

As  far  as  the  Public  Health  side  is  concerned,  we 
were  helped  in  no  inconsiderable  manner  by  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education,  the  Public  Health  De- 
partment of  the  City  of  Cardiff,  the  Cardiff  and  County 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the 
Caerphilly  and  District  Miners’  Hospital  and  the  Welsh 
Sports,  Ltd.  Most  of  these  gave  demonstrations  of 
various  approaches  to  medical  and  health  problems,  in 
addition  to  demonstrations  of  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  work,  demonstrations  Qf  germs  and  cultures 
and  specimens  of  food  injurious  to  health,  together 
with  various  demonstrations  from  the  Council’s  Isola- 
tion Hospital.  These  were  all  arranged  by  the  Caer- 
philly Public  Health  Department. 

Various  of  the  bodies  mentioned  provided  excellent 
well-attended  lectures,  whilst  lectures  were  also  given 
by  the  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edwards,  Parliamentary  Secre- 
tary to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  Rt.  Hon.  Ness 
Edwards,  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Ministry  of 
Labour.  In  addition  to  addressing  various  gatherings, 
the  support  given  by  the  latter  should  be  recorded. 
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In  addition,  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Associa- 
tion provided  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  which  func- 
tioned during  the  latter  half  of  the  Exhibition  taking 
photographs  of  controlled  groups  of  school-children, 
and  provided  facilities  for  all  and  sundry  who  required 
this  service. 

The  loan  of  the  Castle  by  The  Marquis  of  Bute  and 
the  general  support  given  by  his  Curator,  Mr.  Bassett, 
provided  a setting  for  the  Exhibition  which  could  not 
be  excelled. 

The  weather  was  generally  clement  and  this  re- 
sulted in  at  least  20,000  seeing  the  Exhibition. 


PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 
Notifiable  Diseases  (Except  Tuberculosis). 


Admitted  Number 

Disease  according  to  notification.  Cases  Isolation  of 

Notified  Hospital  Deaths 


Small  Pox  — — 

Scarlet  Fever  77  5 

Diphtheria  21  33 

Typhoid  and  Para  Typhoid  — — 

Pneumonia  (Acute  Primary 

and  Influenza)  , 13  3 

Cerebro  Spinal  5 6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 8 — 

Erysipelas  5 2 

Dysentry  — — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 2 

Measles  457  — 

Whooping  Cough  17  1 

Chicken  Pox  — — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  2 3 

Pemphygus  Neonatorum 1 2 


21 


1 
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SCARLET  FEVER,  DIPHTHERIA  AND 
CEREBRO-SPINAL  INCIDENCE  DURING 
THE  PAST  22  YEARS. 


Year 

# 

Scarlet 

Cases 

Fever 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 
Cases  Deaths 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever 

Cases  Deaths 

1926 

12 

1 

79 

2 

! 

Nil 

192; 

35 

Nil 

152 

6 

1 

Nil 

1928 

69 

Nil 

76 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

1929 

150 

1 

135 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

1930 

132 

Nil 

164 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

I93i 

;6 

Nil 

33 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1932 

1 1 1 

Nil 

70 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

1933 

255 

Nil 

159 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

1934 

i95 

1 

167 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

1935 

73 

Nil 

174 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

1936 

49 

Nil 

122 

19 

1 

1 

193; 

20s 

Nil 

68 

1 

1 

1 

1938 

268 

1 

65 

1 

2 

2 

1939 

195 

Nil 

20 

3 

4 

3 

1940 

109 

Nil 

130 

6 

26 

7 

1941 

32 

Nil 

104 

8 

1 7 

4 

1942 

58 

Nil 

70 

9 

4 

2 

1943 

68 

Nil 

73 

1 

6 

3 

1944 

156 

1 

86 

2 

7 

Nil 

1945 

92 

Nil 

40 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

1946 

6; 

Nil 

43 

2 

2 

Nil 

194; 

77 

Nil 

21 

Nil 

5 

Nil 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new 
cases  and  mortality  from  tuberculosis  during  1947  : — 


Age 

Period 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 — 

5 

8 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— — 

15 

15 

8 

1 

1 

2 

5 

— — 

25 

7 

7 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— — 

35 

2 

1 

1 

— 

5 

1 

2 — 

45 

2 

— 

— 

; 

— 

1 

— — 

55 

5 

— 

— 

— j 

1 

— 

— — 

65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — . 

45 

20 

3 

3 

1 1 

10 

3 — 
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TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATE. 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Deaths 
from 
Pul.  T.B. 

Deaths 

from 

Non-Pul- 

Total 

Phthisis 

Death 

Rate 

T.B.  (ah 
forms 
rate) 

1947 

32,260 

21 

3 

24 

743 

•834 

1946 

32,240 

14 

1 

15 

•434 

•465 

1945 

32,160 

l6 

2 

18 

•497 

• 559 

1944 

32,540 

13 

7 

20 

•399 

.614 

1943 

32,920 

23 

7 

30 

.698 

.911 

1942 

— 

21 

3 

24 

— 

— 

1941 

33>92° 

26 

3 

29 

765 

•853 

1940 

31,630 

25 

9 

34 

795 

1. 142 

1939 

31,990 

23 

7 

30 

713 

•938 

1938 

32,180 

19 

6 

25 

•594 

.781 

1937 

32,570 

26 

5 

28 

.291 

.859 

1936 

33.370 

22 

4 

26 

•659 

•779 

1935 

34,150 

25 

4 

29 

•756 

.846 

1934 

34,612 

31 

10 

4i 

•895 

1.183 

1933 

35,000 

30 

1 1 

4i 

■857 

1-171 

1932 

35.270 

29 

7 

36 

.822 

1. 021 

1931 

36,120 

22 

9 

3i 

.609 

.856 

1930 

39,380 

34 

7 

4i 

.863 

I .O4I 

1929 

39,360 

2; 

10 

37 

.68; 

•939 

1928 

39,380 

46 

4 

50 

1.164 

1.260 

I92; 

39,970 

31 

8 

39 

750 

1.026 

1926 

40,000 

34 

1 7 

5i 

• 850 

1.275 

I925 

40,530 

29 

10 

39 

715 

•959 

I924 

39,850 

34 

1 1 

45 

■853 

1. 129 

I923 

39,000 

2; 

10 

3 7 

.691 

•949 

1922 

38,520 

39 

6 

45 

1-013 

1.165 

1921 

37,630 

26 

9 

35 

.691 

•932 
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Dr.  Godbey,  Tuberculosis  Physician  for  the 
Rhymney  Valley,  submitted  the  following  Report  : — 

Tuberculosis  in  1947. 

Incidence. — There  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  new  cases  diagnosed  as  tuberculous,  especi- 
ally in  the  age  groups  under  35  years.  Part  of  this 
increase  is  apparent  only  as  more  patients  are  referred 
for  an  X-ray  examination,  or  have  been  discovered  in 
good  time  by  Mass  Radiography.  There  is  also  a real 
increase,  as  is  shown  by  the  greater  number  of  cases 
found  to  be  in  an  advanced  stage  when  first  examined. 
The  causes  of  this  increase  are  not  apparent,  though 
overcrowding  and  deficient  nutrition  may  be  partly 
responsible. 

Contact  Examinations. — It  is  very  important  that 
all  contacts  should  be  X-rayed,  but  more  than  half  of 
the  available  contacts  fail  to  attend..  Contact  examina- 
tions offer  the  best  hope  of  discovering  the  early  curable 
cases. 

Re-habilitation. — The  patient  whose  disease  has 
become  quiescent,  has  to  start  work  again  gradually. 
Close  co-operation  is  maintained  between  the  chest 
physician  and  the  re-habilitation  officer.  If  necessary, 
the  patient  is  given  a 6 to  8 weeks’  course  at  a re-habili- 
tation centre  before  being  placed  in  suitable  work,  or 
going  to  a training  centre. 

Energlyn  Hospital. — During  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  only  half  the  available  accommodation  has  been  in 
use.  This  was  due  to  difficulties  in  obtaining  staff. 
The  introduction  of  part-time  staff  has  alleviated  the 
position,  so  that  another  ward  could  be  opened. 

Treatment. — Rest,  good  food  and  fresh  air  are  the 
essentials  of  treatment.  The  most  important  of  these 
is  rest,  both  to  mind  and  body.  Domestic  worries  often 
prevent  proper  rest,  and  relief  of  these  worries  is  an 
important  factor  in  treatment.  The  social  services, 
including  after-care  committees,  have  been  able  to  give 
much  assistance  to  some  of  these  cases. 


» 
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The  Housing  Manager  submitted  the  following 
report  : — 

HOUSING  PROGRESS  REPORT. 

The  housing  problem  in  the  area  continues  to  be 
very  acute..  There  are  still  well  over  two  thousand 
applications  on  the  waiting-list ; some  250  of  these  are 
from  persons  resident  outside  the  Urban  area  but  who 
are  in  permanent  posts  within  the  district  and  desirous 
of  residing  here. 

In  addition,  the  demands  of  the  National  Coal 
Board  are  causing  the  Authority  some  concern.  Their 
estimated  requirements  by  1956  will  be  1,400  houses  to 
house  the  miners  that  will  be  employed  at  the  new  Nant- 
garw  Collieries. 

The  Council  have  also  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
key  men  brought  into  the  district  by  the  factories  on 
the  Tref orest  Trading  Estate  and  at  Caerphilly.  An 
arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  Welsh  Board  of  Health  to  allot  10%  of  all  new 
houses  built  for  this  purpose. 


The  problem  is  being  tackled  in  earnest  by  the 
Council,  as  the  following  summary  will  show  : — 

Housing  Statistics. 


Total  No. 
of  houses 
completed 

No.  in 
course  of 
ereictian. 

New 

Sites 

acquired. 

Total: 

Temporary  Bungalows 

and  let. 
...  ;; 





77 

Aluminium  Bungalows 

•••  53  . 

200 

— 

253 

Steel  Houses 

...  151 

49 

— 

200 

Traditional  Brick  Houses 

...  89 

181 

— 

270 

Sites  in  Course  of 
Preparation 



_ 

I5°0 

1500 

Pre-War  Housing  Estate 

...  696 

— 

— 

696 

1066 

430 

I 500 

2996 

WM.  MORGAN, 

Housing  Manager . 


BYE-LAWS. 


The  Council  have  the  following  Bye-Laws  with 


respect  to  : — 

The  Cleansing  of  Footpaths 

and  Pavements 

7th  November,  1894 

Nuisances 

8th  November,  1894 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

8th  November,  1894 

Slaughter  Houses 

8th  November,  1894 

Offensive  Trades 

8th  November,  1894 

Nuisances  in  connection  with 
the  Removal  of  Offensive  or 

Noxious  Matters 

8th  November,  1894 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

16th  July,  1907 

Cemeteries 

27th  January,  1930 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 

2nd  April,  1930 

During  the  year  Miss  Phyllis 

Thomas  resigned  due 

to  her  marriage.  Mrs.  Nathalie  Wise  was  appointed  in 
September. 

thanks  are  due  to  the  entire  staff  for  their  help 
and  co-operation  in  whatever  we  have  done  which  has 
been  worth  while. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W,  R.  NASH, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


